THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Parish of St John the Baptist, Westbourne
Tower risk assessment

Activity: Bellringing Date of first risk assessment: 12/1/26
Location: Church Tower Time/frequency: Weekly for services and practices
Name of leader with responsibility: David Crockford Date to be reviewed: Annually

Access — The Tower is accessed from within the church building via spiral stone staircase with rope hand rail.
There are locked doors at foot of stairs, ringing chamber, bell chamber and roof.
Keyholders are — Tower Captain, Steeple keeper, Rector and, Church Wardens, Treasurer and three regular ringers

What are the Who might be What are you already doing? Do you need to do |Action by |Actionby |Done
hazards? harmed and how? anything else to whom? when?
manage this risk?
Unwanted visitors Bellringers, visitors Tower is kept locked except when in use. Tower Each practice | 12/1/26
Captain

The yale lock on the church door is locked on practice nights once
all ringers have arrived

Visitors by arrangement.

Slips, trips, falls, injury | Ringers or visitors Stairway is lit all equipment/bells regularly checked and maintained. Tower Every visit 12/1/26
or sudden iliness Captain
No trailing wires or rubbish.

First aid box in the ringing room
A mobile phone is kept in the ringing room
A poster is displayed in ringing room with church postcode for

emergency calls and contact numbers of key holders. Alert Rector
and Church wardens if emergency services are called.
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What are the Who might be What are you already doing? Do you need to do |Action by |Actionby |Done
hazards? harmed and how? anything else to whom? when?
manage this risk?
Slips, trips, falls, injury | Ringers or visitors No one to ring or work on bells alone. Only those suitably
or sudden illness experienced or qualified to instruct or work on bells. Health & Safety
(cont.) Policy displayed and followed.
Supervision of visitors and learners and safe practices explained.
Bells are not left up for long, signage is used and ringing chamber
locked when not in use.
All equipment/bells/ropes and the tower regularly checked and Steeple At least 16/2/26
maintained. keeper quarterly
Abuse Children, vulnerable Church Safeguarding Policy to be followed. Parish Safeguarding Tower 12/1/26
adults Policy and the Code of Safer Working Practice are displayed. Captain,
Instructors are suitably recruited and trained in safeguarding.
At least two adults present with a child, one of whom has been Parish
approved to work with children, and no instructor to work alone with Safeguarding
a single learner Officer
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Fire Ringers and visitors Use of electrical heating only no other fuel sources Church 12/1/26
Wardens
All electrical items PAT tested annually.
Tower
No smoking or naked lights Captain
Mobile phone available for emergency use.
Fire extinguishers are provided and regularly checked (annually)
Power cut Ringers and visitors A rechargeable torch which lights up if power is cut is kept in the Steeple 12/1/26
ringing chamber and will be checked regularly Keeper
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